The occurrence of prolonged courtship behaviour in many animal species is a well-known phenomenon. The duration of courtship may be influenced by both females and males, often with different interests. In the scorpionfly Panorpa cognata, males offer a salivary secretion as a nuptial gift before copulation. However, males do not immediately initiate copulation by the production of the salivary mass. Instead pairs usually engage in prolonged courtship interactions. Yet the duration of courtship is highly variable, ranging between a few minutes and several hours. Furthermore, courtship does not always result in copulation; instead females often terminate courtship and abandon the male. The duration and outcome of courtship are likely to be influenced by factors such as body condition and female mating history, because they might influence individual attractiveness and motivation to mate. I examined to what extent these factors influence both male and female courtship decisions. Mated females were less keen to remain in courtship for long and abandoned males sooner than virgin females. Yet, male mating behaviour was unaffected by female mating status. Counterintuitively, females in poor condition interrupted courtship sooner with increasing body weight of their male partner. In addition, heavier males initiated copulations sooner than males in poorer condition. However, this effect was evident only in interactions with females in poor condition. A possible interpretation of these results is that males attempt to prevent females in poor condition from leaving prior to copulation by initiating copulation faster. Ó 2009 The Association for the Study of Animal Behaviour. Published by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
In many animal mating systems, mating is preceded by courtship. Traditionally, the function of courtship was regarded mainly as a means for individuals to recognize species-specific traits to avoid erroneous sterile matings with individuals of other similar species (see Andersson 1994). However, there is now convincing evidence that male ornaments or traits displayed during courtship principally either serve as quality indicators to females and influence the choice of mates within a species (Johnstone 1995; Jennions & Petrie 1997) or reflect male attempts to coerce females into mating, even if mating is not in the female's interests (Arnqvist & Rowe 2005 ). Yet sometimes females are the courting sex; in many species with high paternal investment, ornamented females may court choosy males (Amundsen et al. 1997; Bonduriansky & Brooks 1998; Bonduriansky 2001; Berglund & Rosenqvist 2003) or both sexes may exercise mutual mate choice (e.g. Jones & Hunter 1993; Kraak & Bakker 1998) . Similarly, in species with high male mating effort, for instance where males transfer a large sperm amount or produce costly nuptial gifts, time spent in courtship may potentially be used by males to assess female quality and determine how much to invest in this particular mating (Wedell et al. 2002) .
In many species, courtship is brief and individuals make their choices relatively fast. However, in other species, pairs may engage in courtship or precopula for several hours or even days (Schaller 1971; Svä rd & Wiklund 1988; Jormalainen 1998; Proctor 1998; Engqvist & Sauer 2002a) , which prompts the question of what the adaptive significance of such behaviour is. In most reported examples of species with long-lasting precopula, males usually have almost exclusive control of the events (reviewed in Arnqvist & Rowe 2005) . In these cases, males are able to grasp females and guard them attentively until copulation, as has been reported for many crustaceans, spiders and insects (Svä rd & Wiklund 1988; Elwood & Dick 1990; Watson 1991; Jormalainen 1998) . The benefit for males is to delay mating until a more favourable time point. Females might, for instance, only be receptive for a short time (Elwood & Dick 1990; Jormalainen 1998) or mating delay might reduce the risk of female remating and future sperm competition (Svä rd & Wiklund 1988) . A male's decision to remain in copula will thus be affected by the time remaining to the most favourable time
